
A time of change 
 The Adopt-a-Species program has been part of the 
curriculum in local schools for over 20 years, and was brought 
to 21 schools in 2020. This program requires the work of 
several partners. The Helena-Lewis and Clark National 
Forest, Foundation for Animals, Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks and the Montana Discovery Foundation bring area 
schools a different Montana wildlife species to study each year. 
The season kicks off with a fall assembly featuring a live bird of 
prey from the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center at Montana WILD. 
The program culminates with THIS art and writing contest, 
brought to you in time to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth 
Day.  
 This yearôs art contest theme was ñThe Life that Fire 
Brings.ò Months before the devastating wildfires in Australia, 
we tasked students with thinking about how fire affects their 
species and how their animal benefits from wildfire on the 
Montana landscape.  They learned that wildfire can renew and 
improve wildlife habitat when the fires do not grow to 
devastating proportions. We hope you can see the learning and 
effort that went into these incredible works of art. 
 In addition to recognizing the hard work of our local 
students, we hope our community can come together (though 
not physically) in recognition of Earth Day 50. This year the 
community had to cancelled several large celebration events. 
Now we have the opportunity to think about the ways we can all 
celebrate Earth Day 50 without bringing the community 
together in person. Meanwhile, please enjoy the Adopt-a-
Species Art Contest winners, commemorating: 
 

The Life That Fire Brings. 
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A d p t a S p e c i e s 

Abby Davis., 4th Grade, Four Georgians Elementary 

Nick.Wirth, 1st Grade, Wolf Creek School 

Xavier Clark, 2nd Grade, Prickly Pear Elementary Makayla L., 5th Grade, Four Georgians Elementary  

 5th Grade, Hawthorne Elementary  

Brenna Sullivan, 5th Grade, Montana City School 

How Fires Help Wildlife 
By Paxten Wood, Jim Darcy 

Fire can help the forest and the animals. New vegetation will 
grow and fire burns old undergrowth and downfall. Fire also 
kills harmful bugs like bark beetles. It also clears new space 
for habitat and it usually makes a better home for wildlife. 
Wildfires are not always bad.  



Sara Dearing ï 4th grade, Radley 
River Otters have a streamlined 
body, short legs with webbed feet, 

dense fur that keeps them warm, a 
trapped tail and small ears.  An 
adult North American river otter can 

weigh between 5.0 and 14 Kilo-
grams. Did you know that otters are 
dangerous?  River otters are cute 

and soft but are dangerous. These 
animals have strong teeth. They can 
bite very hard. Do not go near them. 

River otters can hold their breath for 
8 minutes. River otters live to be 
about 8 to 9 years old.  

5th Grade, Hawthorne Elementary  5th Grade, Hawthorne Elementary  

Lucia, 3rd Grade, Kessler Elementary  Evie Mayernik, 3rd Grade, Kessler Elementary  Zoey Stevens, 3rd Grade, Kessler Elementary  

Dempsey R. Hadley, 5th Grade, Radley Elementary  Ayla Batey, 3rd Grade, Radley Elementary  

Heather L. 4th Grade, Radley Elem.  Olivia Peterson, 5th Grade, Radley Elementary  

Sam Madsen, 3rd Grade, Radley  

Brody Davis, 4th Grade, Radley  

Today in History 
 
On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans ð 
10% of the U.S. population at the time ð took 
to the streets, college campuses and hundreds 
of cities to protest environmental ignorance 
and demand a new way forward for our planet. 
 
The first Earth Day is credited with launching 
the modern environmental movement, and is 
now recognized as the planetôs largest civic 
event.  
 

Celebrate Earth Day 50 
 

Source: www.earthday.org 
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Earth Day at Home 
 
Even as you stay home and maintain social 
distancing, you can still exercise your respon-
sibility to act for the environment. No matter 
where you are, you can make a difference! 
 
For Plastic Pollution: 
�x�� Do a plastic audit of your home and count 
how many plastic items you purchase for 
your kitchen and bathroomðhow can you 
reduce those on your next shopping trip? 

�x�� Ask restaurants to skip the plastic utensils 
when ordering take out 

 
Source: www.earthday.org 

Protect our Species 
 
Learn about the impacts of biodiversity loss 
and how to help local species from home. 
 
�x�� Tune into a virtual teach-in from a zoo or 
aquarium to learn about animals and their 
habitatsðcheck out Montana Wild on 
Facebook. 

�x�� Research what pollinators are native to 
your area and what plants they rely on. 
Design a pollinator garden for your yard or 
community! 

 

 
Source: www.earthday.org 


